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Other Manufactures. There are numerous rice-mills in Burma
specially near Rangoon and Bassein) ; wheat-flour-mills in the
unjab ; saw-mills in Assam and Burma (especially near Ran-
>on) ; oil refineries in Burma (Rangoon), the Punjab (Rawal-
ndi) and Assam; tobacco factories in Madras, Burma, etc.;
:a-packing establishments in Assam and Madras ; lac factories ;
> well as general engineering, railway, motor and electrical
igineering and shipbuilding works. The manufacture of sugar
spreading rapidly. In 1934 there were 130 sugar factories
nnpared with 30 in 1931 ; most of them are in the United
rovinces and Bihar, and India is trying to obviate the necessity
>r importing sugar from Java.
The Communications of India.   By far the most impor-
mt means of communication in modern India is the railway.
>n March 3ist, 1931, India had over 42,000 miles of line open.
khere are two principal gauges :
(a)  The broad gauge, 5 feet 6 inches, including most of the
main lines and in all half the railways of India.
(b)  The metre gauge, 3 feet 3! inches, used mainly for branch
lines, but the only gauge used in Burma and the
prevalent gauge north of the Ganges River,
"here are over 4,000 miles of local and hill railways on special
auges of 2 feet 6 inches and 2 feet. 31,000 miles of Indian
ailways are State-owned, in addition to 6,000 miles owned by
ndian States. The railways are usually worked, however, by
>rivate companies.
Most of the important railways of India run from the four
;hief ports (Calcutta, Bombay, Karachi and Madras) to different
>arts of their hinterlands.
From Calcutta four main lines radiate :
(a) The Eastern Bengal Railway (E.B.R.) runs to the north
to Darjeeling and to the north-east into Assam. At
Sara there is a bridge across the Ganges, but the lines
are still broad gauge south of the river and narrow
gauge to the north. In other places the railway is
interrupted by the Ganges or Brahmaputra. In con-
nection with the railways to the north-east of Calcutta
the Assam-Bengal Railway from Upper Assam to the
port of Chittagong should be noticed.
(6) The East Indian Railway (E.LR.) runs from Howrah
to the great coal-fields, across the corner of the Chota
Nagpur Plateau to the Ganges Valley. There is a
bridge over the Ganges at Benares (the first above
Sara), but the main line to Allahabad, Cawnpore,
Delhi and Ambala remains to the south, of the river.